Anzeige 


Siegmar Oliver Kloss (born June 16, 1962 in 
Seitschen near Bautzen ) is a Sorbian - German political 
scientist and philosopher . 


In the 1980s he belonged to the civil rights movement 
and organized resistance in the German Democratic 
Republic , was one of the initiators of the appeal on 
February 13, 1982 in Dresden and, in 1986, co-founder 
of the human rights working group in Leipzig . 
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Life 


Childhood and early adolescence 
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As the older of two sons, Oliver Kloss came to Dresden to attend school when the family moved from 
the village of Seitschen . If his father had already joined the SED state party during his studies , the 
Protestant mother, with an educated bourgeois claim , recommended attending the Christian 
doctrine at the Church of the Resurrection in Dresden-Plauen. There, Oliver Kloss got to know and 
appreciate Dieter Brandes, an artistically gifted and cosmopolitan deacon, in the young crowd and 
young community . (In the 1989 revolution, Dieter Brandes became a member of the Dresden Group 


of 20. ) 


While traveling with his friend Gerolf Schmidt to the CSSR , both of them learned about the 1968 
events of the Prague Spring , they read " The Wonderful Years " from Reiner Kunze with great 
enthusiasm , and dealt critically with Wolf Biermann and Eurocommunism . You were the youngest 
in a Rudolf Bahro reading group. Oliver Kloss also took his first political pranks with Gerolf 
Schmidt: on May 1, 1978, they photographed the water cannons placed next to the grandstand on the 
Altmarkt, aimed at the May demonstration; they put in the night before the national holiday of the 
GDR , before 7 October, the finished hoisted national flags in the Dresden Siidvorstadt before school, 
before the post office to the main railway station each at half-mast . The school classes led to the 
demonstration by the teachers in the morning were amused. In the oth grade, Oliver Kloss decided 


to have a confirmation. 


After leaving school, he began studying to become a lower level teacher for German, mathematics 
and art at the Lébau Institute for Teacher Training . As early as November 1979, the Ministry of 
State Security began an attempt at recruitment. At first surprised and frightened, Kloss increasingly 
restricted contact to the point of final refusal due to the lack of expected criminal blackmail. The 
only explicit threat from the MfS officer Lohse, the imminent de-registration , did not materialize 
after the first year of study and did not follow until the end of the second. Oliver Kloss was officially 


” 


de-registered for “disciplinary reasons” for “two years of probation in production ”; unofficially 
announced director Dr. Schulz ( GMS ) informed him that studying at a state institution would be 


impossible from now on due to the cadre files . 


The Lobauer Superintendent Hans-Georg Birkner, who had been trusted since the first year of study, 
referred Oliver Kloss to the Theological Seminar Leipzig (ThSL) , where an internally recognized 
humanistic high school diploma could be completed before the university study of theology. 
However , after completing the intelligence and psychological test, the ThSL admission committee 
found that “Christian motivation [was] not sufficiently recognizable” and put off another attempt the 
following year. 


Political-subversive engagement in the GDR from 1981 until the 1989 
revolution 


Dresden: From the call on February 13, 1982 at the Frauenkirche to the “Forum Peace” in the 
Kreuzkirche 

In order to fulfill the duty to work ( § 249 StGB of the GDR ), Kloss had to take a job as an unskilled 
worker. He admired Solidarnosé in Poland, but - bearing in mind current experiences with the real 
working class in the VEB tire plant - thought GDR citizens were not ripe for strikes. Even more than 
an application to leave the West with an indefinite waiting period, Oliver Kloss was tempted by the 
opportunity to damage the GDR state in a publicly effective manner. 
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At the beginning of the 1980s, the topic of “peace” moved most young people because of the 
omnipresent ideologically charged conscription propaganda. In addition, the militarization of public 
life had increased, as not only shown by military education as a school subject and the paramilitary 
GST camps for students. Hardly any male youth could study without the obligation to do at least 
three years of military service. At the same time, the GDR state praised the government-critical 


peace movement in the NATO states, which was allowed to demonstrate legally. 


It was not until Annett Ebischbach (alias Johanna, later married Kalex), Nils Reifenstein and 
Torsten Schenk that Oliver Kloss found allies in the search for a brilliant idea. Torsten Schenk 
introduced him to Christoph Wonneberger , the pastor of the Weinbergskirche . Although Oliver 
Kloss admired his initiative for a Social Peace Service (SoFd) , bearing in mind the well-balanced 
politicization of the church, he was looking for the possibility of an even more provocative mass 
action for the state beyond the organizational forms of state and church. 


Torsten Schenk also came up with the idea of using the history of Dresden and the commemoration 
of February 13, 1945 , which the churches remembered every year with bells ringing. Together with 
Annett Ebischbach, they drafted a leaflet calling for February 13, 1982 , for an illegal gathering at 
the Frauenkirche to commemorate the destruction of Dresden . The appeal was distributed along the 
lines of the chain letter. The next day, the three authors of the appeal discussed with Nils Reifenstein 
and Mac Scholz the GDR-wide distribution. The MfS later opened the OV "Ruin" operational process 
for these five people . Elke Schanz and Heike Kerstan, trainees in the Dresden newspaper printing 
company, the VEB Grafischer Grofbetrieb “Volkerfreundschaft” , found the courage to illegally 
print the leaflet in considerable numbers. In view of various interrogations and threats with up to 
eight years imprisonment for the “ringleaders” of a “grouping of people” to “riot” (8§ 217 and 218 
StGB of the GDR ) the mood shifted both in the closer initiative group as well as in the further 
approx Group of 50 people who actively supported GDR-wide dissemination. After the first 
conversation with State Youth Pastor Harald Bretschneider , Oliver Kloss also surrendered to the 
majority's mood and accepted the offer of legalization. The "Forum of peace" in the cruciform 
church was with more than 5,000 participants, the largest event of state critical peace movement 


and also experienced appreciation in the Western media. 


“The initiative group for the appeal on February 13, 1982 undertook a 
regulatory experiment with the state that was supposed to pose a 
problem of legitimacy. In view of the constitutionally guaranteed but de 
facto non-existent right to freedom of assembly, the call to assembly was 
a clear provocation. The difficultly defamable and at the same time 
massively effective content “peace”, on the other hand, made open state 
use of force more difficult. In short: The initiative group consciously 
pursued the subversion of the official enemy image and in this way 
questioned the state ideology itself. Although the intention was 
ultimately largely - and in view of the pressure of persecution, also with 
the overwhelming approval of the initiators - by the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Saxony and channeled from the Frauenkirche into 
the Kreuzkirche, a state-critical one grew in the GDR both in the church 
and in its surroundings Peace movement, whose actors they were later 
able to expand into a civil and human rights movement. " 


- OLIVER KLoss 
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From 1980 to 1982 Oliver Kloss dealt with works by 
Immanuel Kant , with expressionism , absurd theater 
and existentialism from Jean-Paul Sartre to Albert 
Camus to Nikolai Berdjajew , as well as Karl Raimund 
Popper's falsificationism, but also with off-the-wall and 
humorous ones Marxists like Adam Schaff or Franz 
Loeser . Inspired by Christoph Wonneberger, he also 
turned to the theory of nonviolent resistance by Gandhi 
and Theodor Ebert . 


Leipzig: The Theological Seminary and the Human 
Rights Working Group up to the 1989 Revolution 


In the fall of 1982, Oliver Kloss was Rector Ernst Koch on 
Theological Seminary Leipzig (THSL) enrolled, although 


the approval of the National Church Office of the The memorial “Swords into 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony was granted until plowshares - stones of impetus for a 


the following spring. After graduating from high school, movement that changed the 
country” in front of the south portal 
of the Kreuzkirche, installed in 2010 
to commemorate February 13, 1982 


Kloss gained an insight into the East German punk 
movement during an internship in social and diaconal 
youth work with Uwe Kulisch and Bernd Schroder . On 
the occasion of an action on the World Day of Peace on 
September 1, 1983, he and others were identified and interrogated in Berlin until the next morning. 


The Theological Seminary estimated Oliver Kloss as quasi-extraterritorial education field. He 
enjoyed the structural- historical approach from the historian Karlheinz Blaschke , gained a socio- 
historical understanding of the beginnings of Christianity and the late antiquity from Christoph 
Kahler (Biblicum), received an overview of the history of religion (Islam from Karl-Wolfgang Troger 
; Buddhology from Heinz Miirmel ), glimpsed the ancient Near East from the Old Testament 
students Wolfram Hermann and Hans Seidel, enjoyed the systematization of ethics with Joachim 
Wiebering, was able to deal with philosophy with Ernst Koch, among others, with literature, 
psychology. Kloss finished his direct studies after two years; He had completed the Latinum, but in 
view of the political arrest of his partner in Berlin at the time, Carola Hornig, he was unable to take 
part in the Graecum exam, which had little prospect for him. As a visiting student, he remained 
connected to the ThSL until the successful end of the GDR. He had submitted an “application for 
permanent departure from the GDR” in order to be able to choose a less language-intensive course 
in western Germany. He earned his living as a part-time postman, light pause, as a tour guide in the 
care of Polish and Czech vacationers and as a nude model at the Leipzig University of Graphics and 
Book Art (HGB) and at the Dresden Art School . 


The Theological Seminary in Leipzig was not only an "island in the red sea" ( Wolf Krotke ) as an 
educational institution , as the largest of the three non-state evangelical universities in the GDR, it 
mainly attracted personalities who were politically conscious of overcoming the GDR state found 
worth. Many protagonists of the 1989 revolution were students of the ThSL or came from its 
environment. 


As a result of his examination of the history of social and ideas, Oliver Kloss has been advocating a 
pro- capitalist left-wing liberalism since the mid-1980s , which values the social achievements of 
reformist social democracy in Western societies as a condition for the possibility of further 


individualistic ennoblement of humanity. 
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In 1986 Oliver Kloss was one of the founding members of the Human Rights Working Group (AGM) 
Leipzig. Steffen Gresch had Peter Grimm of the Initiative for Peace and Human Rights invited from 
Berlin to a reading to Leipzig. Among those present was Christoph Wonneberger , meanwhile pastor 
at the Lukaskirche in Leipzig-Volkmarsdorf. The AGM emerged from this event . Kloss was involved 
as their delegate in the GDR-wide working and coordination group on the military service problem 
, moderated by Heiko Lietz and organized in the Samariterkirche in Berlin . In Leipzig, the Ministry 
for State Security ran the Operative Personal Control OPK “Rechtler” through Oliver Kloss . When 
he withdrew his application to leave the country on March 15, 1989 when he was invited to the 
Department of Internal Affairs , he could not have known that the MfS had ordered his “quick 
release” from GDR citizenship for that day as a result of a publication in the Berlin “Umweltbl 
Blatter” . He assumed at the time that the subversive groups would be able to overcome the GDR 
state in the next two years, so every opponent of the GDR state would be needed. He did not want to 
experience the political punch line of his youth in front of the television in the West. 


Until the autumn of 1989, the Human Rights Working Group was one of the conscious subversive 
groups in preparation for the mass demonstrations that delegitimized the dictatorship, along with 
the Leipzig Justice Working Group . The AGM was one of the co-authors of the non-violence appeal 
for the decisive October 9, 1989. 


Even before the two groups were dissolved, the majority of their employees had joined the Peace and 
Human Rights Initiative (IFM) , including Oliver Kloss. He represented the civil rights organization 
at the Education Round Table in Leipzig. 


Work since the unification of Germany 


On the day of monetary union in 1990 , Oliver Kloss left for Sweden , visited the European Nuclear 
Disarmament Convention in Helsinki (Finland) and Tallinn (Estonia) and then spent months in the 
Baltic States and the still- Soviet Union , returning to Germany, which has since been reunified 
Poland back. From the end of 1990 he worked at IFM Saxony as their elected state manager until the 
organization was dissolved into Biindnis 90 / Die Griinen . When Biindnis 90 / Die Griinen in 
Saxony ran an election campaign for black and green in 1994 , he left the party of which he was a co- 
founder. After this election campaign, she lost the parliamentary group in the Saxon state 
parliament until 1999. In the New Forum , Oliver Kloss was elected to the federal executive 


committee soon thereafter and until 2000. 


After training as a DTP specialist, Oliver Kloss studied political science as a major (especially with 
Hartmut Elsenhans , Wolfgang Fach , Christian Fenner and Klaus-Gerd Giesen ) at the University of 
Leipzig , and psychology and philosophy (especially with Ulla Wessels , Hans -Jiirgen Engfer, Georg 
Meggle and Pirmin Stekeler-Weithofer ). In order to be able to understand Hartmut Elsenhans' 
lectures in depth, he also heard macro-economics from Spiridon Paraskewopoulos. In 2002 Oliver 


Kloss graduated with a Magister Artium . 
In 2003 and 2004 he was involved in the protests against “ Agenda 2010 ” and the Hartz laws . 


From 1992 to 2008, he married the Egyptian artist Mona Ragy Enayat and had a daughter in 1998. 
During this time the family visited Egypt at least annually; In preparation for the Frankfurt Book 


Fair 2004, Kloss was a publisher's appraiser in Egypt. 


In the archive of the Leipzig Citizens Movement V. , Kloss was a member of the board for ten years, 
today he is the chairman of the archive of the Initiative Peace and Human Rights Saxony e. V. 
active, therefore active in GDR research and as a contemporary witness. 
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In political science he is particularly interested in political theory as well as international relations 
and the transformation of societies. His philosophical interest is particularly focused on socio- 
philosophical and ethical topics, analytical philosophy , the history of philosophy and Friedrich 
Nietzsche research. 


In October 2015, he and 46 other GDR civil rights activists from various political camps signed the 
open letter to Chancellor Angela Merkel , initiated by Katrin Hattenhauer , in which it says at the 
beginning: “We support your policy of open borders. We support your refugee policy and your efforts 
for the sake of the people. With the greatest respect, we see your firm stance on accepting asylum- 
seekers in Germany [...] 70 years after the Holocaust, Germany opens its borders and saves people 
from need and death. " 


Also in October he took part in the German delegation of former GDR civil rights activists to the 
International bikeathon along DMZ in Korea (bike ride along the demilitarized zone , i.e. along the 
border between North and South Korea) as part of the National Culture Festival for the peaceful 
unification of Korea . Wolfgang Templin remarked in his speech on democracy in the Nikolaikirche 
on October 9th, 2015: “It is a wonderful symbol when Christoph Wonneberger, Gisela Kallenbach , 
Oliver Kloss and other Leipzig former opposition members are on a bicycle tour along the north and 
South Korean division border. ”In 2009, Oliver Kloss gave a lecture in Seoul comparing the 
unification of Germany with a possible unification of Korea. 


After working in the cultural field until 2006, he devoted himself to teaching assignments at the 
University of Leipzig (from 2005), at the Management Academy Riesa , at vocational schools and 
institutions for adult education in Leipzig, Dresden, Jena, Halle and Berlin, particularly in ethics, 
conflict theory, developmental psychology, Communication theory and social studies. 
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of the events in Leipzig (http:/vww.archive.org/details/DieMuecke-DokumentationDerEreignisse 
InLeipzig1989) . Leipzig, GDR samizdat , March 1989. - Reprint of the foreword and part of the 
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Die Mucke. \n: East-West Discussion Forum. No. 6, April 1989, pp. 8-11 as well as another part 
of the Leipziger Chronik 1989 (part 2). (http:/Awww.archive.org/details/LeipzigerChronik 198 9teil 
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Chronik 1989 (Part 4) (https://archive.org/details/LeipzigerChronik1989teil4) , compiled by 
Kathrin Walther and Thomas Rudolph in: East-West Discussion Forum No. 8—9 (https://archive. 
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Individual evidence 


1. Cf. Thomas Mayer: Who does not give up. Christoph Wonneberger - a biography. Leipzig, 
Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, 2014, ISBN 978-3-374-03733-9 , p. 137. 


2. Neither a declaration of commitment as an unofficial employee (IM) nor the declaration of 
confidentiality required after further contacts were refused were signed by him. He deconspired 
with fellow students Uwe Feierabend, Sven Despang and Sabine Kahle. 


3. Frank-Jurgen or Frank Lohse, b. July 6, 1943, personal identification number PKZ 060743 4 
21032, first lieutenant and later captain of the MfS, was also responsible for the operational 
processing of Sabine Kahle, Oliver Kloss's partner at the time, with the aim of pushing her out of 
her studies, what after In her case, Oliver Kloss's de-registration was just as “voluntary” as it 
was for Sven Despang, since the course of the proceedings was perceived as threateningly 
arbitrary. 


4. Only after the de-registration was the file /M “Hansi” of the Lobau district office of the MfS 
closed, the final report attested: “It showed a lack of meeting discipline, [...] the information 
obtained was not of high operational value. As a result of checks carried out, it was also found 
that the IM did not fully report on problems despite being aware of them. [...] In his attitudes, 
decadent and Western views were increasingly evident. (Dresden AlM* Hansi "4687/81 , BStU 
page 76 or in the AOPK (https://archive.org/details/AGM_MfS-BV-Lpz_AOPK-Rechtler_ 1853-88 
_mit-Inhaltsverzeichnis/page/n48) file “ Rechtler ’1853/88 (https://archive.org/details/AGM_MfsS- 
BV-Lpz_AOPK-Rechtler_1853-88_mit-Inhaltsverzeichnis/page/n48) , BStU pages 44 f.). 


5. That is, it was given the request that it be copied with a typewriter and passed on. The SoFd 
initiative had already gained notoriety with this method. A maximum of seven legible copies of 
each copy could be made with carbon paper as copies. Any non-artistic reproduction without 
government permission could be criminalized in the GDR. 


6. OV "Ruine" of the district administration of the MfS Dresden (https://archive.org/details/MfS-198 
1-82 _Dresden_OV-Ruine_Dokumentation/page/n1) . The OV name "Ruine" alluded to the 
condition of the Frauenkirche, which had once been declared a memorial to the Second World 
War in its destroyed form. 


7. Call for print (https://archive.org/details/1981_Aufruf-zum-13-Februar-1982-in-Dresden_Druckfa 
ssung)on February 13, 1982 in Dresden (https://archive.org/details/1981_Aufruf-zum-13-Februa 
r-1982-in-Dresden_Druckfassung) by Elke Schanz and Heike Kerstan. 


8. See or listen to the audio digitized peace forum in the Kreuzkirche on February 13, 1982 (http 
s://archive.org/details/1982-02-13 Friedens-Forum_Kreuzkirche Dresden_1). 


9. The event was reported with images in the evening news of western television stations, in 
newspapers and magazines - e.g. B. GDR: Diligent signatures. The SED worries about a new 
protest movement in the GDR: Young people demonstrate by the thousands against armaments 
and militarism . |n: Der Spiegel . No. 8 , 1982, pp. 28-31 ( online (https://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/ 
print/d-14345513.html) - February 22, 1982 , PDF (http://magazin.spiegel.de/EpubDelivery/spie 
gel/pdf/14345513) ). - as well as promptly documented in book form: Klaus Ehring , Martin 
Dallwitz : Schwerter zu Pflugscharen. Peace Movement in the GDR , Reinbek near Hamburg, 
Rowohlt, 1982, ISBN 3-499-15019-0 ; Wolfgang Buscher, Peter Wensierski , Klaus Wolschner, 
Reinhard Henkys (eds.): Peace movement in the GDR. Texts 1978-1982 , Hattingen, Scandica, 
1982, ISBN 3-88473-019-3 , pp. 265-281. 


10. Oliver Kloss: The Dresden Call for February 13, 1982. (http://www.dvpb-bayern.de/images/files/f 
pu/1_13/lv-sachsen.pdf) In: Forum Political Education. \ssue 1 (2013). Edited by the German 
Association for Political Education - State Association of Bavaria, ISSN 0941-5874 , p. 41 f. 
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